7.2.1 Describe at least two institutional Best Practices

Response:

Title of Best Practice: Regular Interface with marginal farmers for bettering

their conditions:

Agriculture in India contributes significantly to gross domestic product (GDP). In the

situation of food security, rural employment and environmental techniques like soil

conservation, management of natural resources, sustainable agriculture is essential for the

development of entire rural area. This college is located in rural area. Most of the students

are from rural and hilly region of the place. The annual rainfall varies from 400 mm to 1200

mm in this area. Most of the area is in scarcity zone. About 80 % farmers in this area are

marginal (less than 1 — 2 hectare). In this context our institution has decided to organize

farmer’s meet to provide them the advanced reforms in the field of agriculture.

Objectives: This practice is implemented with some of the certain objectives as follows:

To exist a strong co - relation between farmers and our institution.

To provide them the expert’s guidance about modern methods used in
agriculture.

To give them information about various government schemes and
programmes particularly implemented for farmers.

To demonstrate them about soil and water management.

To guide and motivate them about the basic issues that they face in day
today life.

To promote them to use new technologies in agriculture.

To show videos about water resources, irrigation and how to sustain the
environment.

The Context:

The Indian farmer is a living idol of our nation, they are most hardworking and always

busy in the process of cultivation. They are the backbone of economy but due to climate

change and adverse effect of draught they suffer a lot. As far as Marathwada region of

Maharashtra is concerned, due to water scarcity during most of the months of a year

small farmers are facing lot of problems, even to take care of their own family needs and

that is the reason the farmers suicide incidences are more in the region. As a responsible

component of the society, we should have to understand these issues and think about to

resolve it by taking certain steps in this concern. The institute committed by its vision to

be responsible for the stake holder’s overall development. So, our institution decided to

arrange regular Interface with marginal farmers for bettering their conditions through

our NSS volunteers and staff.



The Practice:

The NSS Department of the college have taken initiative to organize farmer’s meet from
2017 — 2018. Under this practice farmers were invited to participate in this meet at Anad
Taluka Sillod Dist. Aurangabad on 30t March 2017. Climate Change and Rural Development
was the theme of this meet. The resource person delivered their deliberations on the theme
and the sub — theme of the meet. Also, they talked on soil conservation, management of
natural resources, sustainable agriculture etc. Around 400 farmers from Anad Taluaka Sillod
and nearby villages were participated. In 2018 — 19 same meet was organized at Chandapur
Taluka Sillod Dist. Aurangabad on 10" January 2019. Professor Satih Patil, the Dean Dr.
Bhalchandr Waykar and Dr. Bhagwan Sakhale, the experts from Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
Marathwada University Aurangabad interacted throughout day with the farmers on
different important topics related to agriculture. Dr. Waykar advised the farmers about
apiculture and its importance in cultivation and increase of productivity of crops. He also
clarified various doubts through practical. Dr. Sakhale in sighted and awarded about the
changing global scenario in the field of agriculture. It was beneficial and fruitful meet for the
farmers. In 2019 — 20 farmers meet was organized in the same village. The BDO, District
Agriculture Officer and Bank Manager demonstrated various Government Schemes and
Programmes to be implemented for the farmers. The teachers from the department of
Sociology, Economics, Botany and Zoology of our college also shared the relevant
knowledge to farmers. The success story Videos of ideal villages — Patoda (Aurangabad) and
Ralegan Siddhi (Ahmednagar) were shown to the farmers for the motivation.

This practice is an attempt to gather the farmers to understand their problems and to take
approach to solve it by giving them proper guidance.

Evidences of Success:

1. Provided a platform for the farmers an opportunity to learn more about different
technologies used in horticulture, apiculture, collection of honeybees, its keeping and
sustainable dairy farming.

2. After getting the detail information 8 farmers have developed honey bees project at
their farm which became source of income for them and same time it helped them in
getting better yield from the farm.

3. This interface with farmers shown them the key trends in farming practices and
structures, consumer tastes and agro-food industries and the effects they will have on
sustainable farming

4. Action plan for development implemented in the pilot villages like Patoda,
Aurangabad and Ralegan siddhi, Ahmednagar will play a role of catalyst to formulate
their villages through team work

6. Participants acquainted and get alerted about the changing scenario of climate and its
adverse effect on farming methods and how to overcome on it.

7. Due to detail and informative information received from govt officials, the small scale
7 farmers had constructed the farm pond ( Shet tale) to harvest rain water.



8. Also near about 18 farmers have benefitted with the offer of subsidy to create shed
nets in their farms which proved them protection from frost and air control for the
growth of the crops.

9. All these activities were followed with the active participation of our NSS volunteers

as their involvement and a close training to them to realise the actual problems of
farmers and they can overcome with proper guidance of experts.

Problems encountered in the implementation of this practice
Some of the problems encountered are as follows:

e Over burden with other responsibilities on some of the farmers
e Pandemic situation and its adverse effects created uninterest to carry out
these plans.

Notes

Development of agriculture will definitely help for the betterment of farmers. It is
also beneficial for the largest section of the rural poor people who are directly
engaged in agriculture or indirectly linked with agriculture as consumers . So Govt
officials, Bank office bearers, NGO’s , farmers should meet together regularly at least
two times in a year to discuss and debate on the crucial issues occurred in the field
of agriculture.



Ajantha Education & Military Preparatory Institutes,

INDRARAJ ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE COLLEGE,
SILLOD, DIST. AURANGABAD
A Report of One Day Workshop on

“Climate Change and Rural Development”
Farmers Meet, Anaad Tq. Sillod
Thursday 30" March 2017

On the occasion of World Water Day and World Climate Day, a
workshop was organised on the topic Climate Change and Rural Development
for the farmers in Sillod Tehsil. This workshop was organised in jointly
collaboration with NSS Unit, Indraraj College Sillod and Rural Development
Centre and GMNRDC, Dr. Bamu Aurangabad. Sustainable rural development is

vital to the economic, social and environmental viability of nations.

This workshop was inaugurated by Professor S.S. Patil, O.S.D. , Dr. BAM,
University, Aurangabad, while Adv. J.R. Deore, the Secretary of Ajantha
Education Institute, Aurangabad and Dr. Gajanan Sanap, Member — Advisory
Board, GMNRDC, Dr. Bamu Aurangabad. The President of Ajantha Education
Institute and Former Member of Parliament Hon. Shri. Uttam Singh Pawar was
the Chairperson of this Inaugural function. Number of farmers from the village

Annad, Dhotra, Ajantha, Shivna and others were participated in this function.

After inaugural function in the first session, the experts in Climate change and
Rural Development interacted with the participant farmers. Dr. Vasant Jugale
from Shivaji University Kolhapur, Prof. Ramesh Pandav, an expert in Water
Management from Aurangabad, Renown agricultural expert Prof. Satish

Deshmukh from Aurangabad and other experts in the concern topic delivered



detail, informative and useful information about climate change and its adverse
effect on farming methods. They also deliberated about how to overcome all
these difficulties and also talked on water management in dry land. Many of the
farmers asked their queries about the difficulties that they occurred in
agricultural farming methods, the experts answered them satisfactorily. In the
second session others experts from Rural Development and agriculture
demonstrated on the theme and sub-theme of the workshop. Shri Narhari
Shivapure, President - Gram Vikas Sanstha, Aurangabad and Dr Shivaji Sangle
interacted with farmers on the issues of advanced agricultural methods to be
adopted in the cultivation process. They also talked on dry land farms and water
management. There was sharing of experience and learnings on the current

issues of climate change.

The workshop was concluded by valedictory function. Prin. Dr. Sarjerao
Thombare, Director GMNRDC, Dr. BAM University Aurangabad was the guest
of honour while Adv. J.R. Deore was the chair person of this function. Dr.
Thombare praised the college for performing this social activity in the rural
areas with active participation of N.S.S. Volunteers. He described the distinctive
feature of the rural development. He talked about the gender disparity in rural
setup and the problems of marginal farmers. He explained the economy, poverty
and financing setup of marginal farmers. He strengthened the importance of
education and adaptation of advanced agricultural methods to be implemented
by marginal farmers. The Chairperson Adv. Deore talked about sustainable

development and empowerment of marginal farmers.

N.S.S. Programme Officer Dr. Chouthaiwale, Dr. Devkate, Vice Principal
Dr. Vyankatesh Lamb and others have taken efforts to make this event

successful under the guidance of Pricipal Dr. S.T. Sangle.

il

Dr. C. G. Devkate
Program Officer NSS



Some Glimpses during of Workshop
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Sample Certificate of the farmers meet workshop

Workshop News in various News Papers
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Ajantha Education & Military Preparatory Institutes,

INDRARAJ ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE COLLEGE,
SILLOD, DIST. AURANGABAD

A Report on
Farmers Meet, Chandapur, Tq. Sillod

14t January 2019

To identify the mechanization gaps and future needs of improved farm equipments and
machinery for different agro climatic regions, crops and operations and to test feasibility of
farms a meet of marginal farmers has been organised in N.S.S. special camp held at
Chandapur, Sillod on dated 14™ January 2019. The main objective of this meet was to
enhance the knowledge of extension and innovative methods useful for marginal farmers. In
this concern experts were invited from university for deliberations and discussions with

participant marginal farmers in the outcast of Chandapur .

In the very first session of this meet Dr. Satish Patil, Professor and Head Dept. of
Environment Science, Dr. BAM University, Aurangabad deliberated an action plan for better
custom hiring methods for increasing the percentage of crops with reference to environmental
changes. He expanded the concept of sustainable development for small and marginal
farmers. He talked on increase of productivity of traditional crops in the climate changing
adverse conditions. Most of the farmers were first time listening this type of innovative

information.

The next session second was based on advance agrovision with an objective to
encourage and empower the marginal farmers. Dr. Bhagwan Sakhle, Head Dept of Chemical
technology, Dr.BAMU, Aurangabad demonstrated on important topics like banana
cultivation, market reforms, bio fuel generation from agro- waste, food processing, poultry
production, dairy mechanization, organic farming and group farming. These issues were
explained by Dr. Sakhle. Participant farmers asked some queries and they got their answers

accordingly by experts.

Third session of this meet was placed on the topic “Honey bee keeping”. Dr.

Bhalchandra Waikar, Dean faculty of Science and Technology, Dr.BAMU, Aurangabad was



the expert speaker to give the details about the topic. He highlighted the importance of
honeybee keeping and how it doubles the income of farmers. He stressed the need to treat
beekeeping as an input in agriculture to boost the crop productivity through pollination. He
shown the detail process of honeybee through power point presentation. He also shown the
practical of honeybee keeping. It helped a lot to get acquaint knowledge to the farmers.

N.S.S. programme officer Dr.Santosh Chouthaiwale introduced the guests while
another P.O. Dr. Devkate proposed vote of thanks. Principal of the college Dr. P.P. Sharma
guided the organisers for the success of this event. Farmers from different villages were
participated in this meet. NSS volunteers were actively participated in this activity. They

G2

Dr. C. G. Devkate
Program Officer NSS

realised the difficulties of marginal farmers.

Some Glimpses during of Farmer Meet

Felicitation of chief guest Prof. Dr. satish Patil




Principal Dr. P.P. Sharma interacting with Farmer




Guest and Speaker Dr. Bhagwan Shakhare interacting with Farmer




Guest and Speaker Dr.B. B Waykar Interacting with farmer




Guest and Speaker Dr. B. B Waykar Interacting with farmer and giving practical on honey
bee farming

Guest and Speaker Dr. B. B Waykar Interacting with farmer and giving practical on honey

bee farming




Guest and Speaker Dr. B. B Waykar Interacting with farmer and giving practical on honey

bee farming
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Ajantha Education & Military Preparatory Institutes,

INDRARAJ ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE COLLEGE,
SILLOD, DIST. AURANGABAD

A Report on Farmers Meet at Chandapur Tg. Sillod

9 January 2020

In the academic year 2019 — 2020, the farmers meet was organised by
National Service Scheme Unit of Indraraj Arts, Commerce and Science College,
Sillod Dist. Aurangabad. This meet was organised to let the marginal farmers
about the various schemes of Government for marginal farmers. In this meet the
Government Officials come together and explained various schemes for their
betterment. Number of farmers from Chandapur and other villages come

together to listen the innovative information about Government schemes.

Small and marginal farmers who have maximum 5 acres of non —
irrigated land or 2.5 acres of irrigated land are the beneficiaries of this scheme.
The Agriculture Officer Shri Chandrakant Nimod has given the detail
information about the different schemes and also explained how to gain the
benefits of these schemes. He also talked on the different schemes to purchase
agro — equipments particularly for the entrepreneurs with agricultural
background who have the land less than 5 acres. He has given the

documentation process about how to apply to get the benefits of this scheme.

Considering the micro — irrigation schemes who have not got the benefits, the
District Agriculture Officer Mr. Ganjewar explained the state governments
decision to provide the financial support to make it fissible to acquire this
benefit of the scheme. He explained that government has decided to increase

subsidies to promote micro — irrigation schemes for marginal farmers. He



further explained that the government also planned a massive awareness
campaign to bring maximum number of farmers under the project of drip,
sprinkler irrigation methods. He demonstrated about Farm Pond Scheme
available by Govt. of Maharashtra. Under this scheme govt. provides a financial
support to the marginal farmers to get the direct benefit to have their own Farm

Ponds for the conservation of water on their own Farm.

In the next session, bank officials explained the various schemes make
available for the marginal farmers to avail the benefits of various govt. schemes
Mr. Rahul Kanke, the manger of Bank of Maharashtra explained the various
schemes which are available in the bank for marginal farmers. He has also given

the documentation process about getting the benefits of this scheme.

In the concluding session of this meet, Block Development Officer (
BDO ) Mr. Prakah Dabhade, in his speech has made aware to the marginal
farmers about the upcoming disasters and how to overcome on them. He
appealed to the farmers to do the grouping farming method. He has
demonstrated various schemes of Government available for the marginal
farmers to acquire equipments, tractors, sprinklers, Farm Ponds etc. Most of the
farmers asked their queries and experts given the satisfactorily answers to their

questions.

N.S.S Programme Officer Mr.C. G. Devkate introduced the officers while the
another program officer Dr. Babrekar proposed vote of thanks. The principal of
the college Dr. P. P. Sharma guided the organisers to make this event

successful. N.S.S Volunteers were actively participated in this event.

Dr. C. G. Devkate
Program Officer NSS



Some Glimpses during of Farmer Meet

Guest of Honour interacting with farmer

-

The student introducing the guest and the Chairperson- of program




Block Development Officer ( BDO ) Mr. Prakah Dabhade interaéfng with

farmers
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